Globus hystericus and the masticatory apparatus
From Dr G M Ardran Clinical Reader in Radiology Radcliffe Infirmary, Oxford 'Dear Sir, Dr Myrhaug's letter (February Journal, p 162 ) is of interest, in making the suggestion that abnormalities of the masticatory apparatus may be the cause of a feeling of a lump in the throat usually described as globus hystericus though recognized by many as infrequently due to hysteria.
I would absolutely agree that many patients suffering from lack of dentures or ill-fitting dentures will have problems with chewing and resultant indigestion. However, I do not believe that the majority of patients who complain of a lump in the throat are suffering from significant problems with their masticatory apparatus. It must also be remembered that a lump in the throat can be purely emotional and intermittent; and many individuals are cured by treatment of their gastric reflux. If 'lump in the throat' were due to abnormalities of the masticatory apparatus, one would expect the symptom to be relatively constant.
I appreciate that it is always difficult to sort out causes and effects when something is fairly common and may have more than one cause. 
